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AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION, KAMPALA- PRESS RELEASE
VISIT BY SPECIAL ENVOY OF THE PRIME MINISTER, MR BOB McMULLAN
The Special Envoy of the Australian Prime Minister to Uganda, HE Mr Bob McMullan is making a return visit to Uganda to build on his previous successful visit in March 2011 and to discuss ways to further strengthen the bilateral relationship between Australia and Uganda.  While in Uganda, Mr McMullan will meet senior government officials and will accompany the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon Oryem Okello on a visit to northern Uganda. Special Envoy McMullan said, “Australia is keen to build on the good relations it has with the Government and people of Uganda.”
Speaking at the opening of an Australian Federal Police hosted workshop on Investigating Sexual Violence, Mr McMullan said “this is just one of the ways the Australian Government is supporting Uganda to build technical capacity and expertise”.  The workshop, which is part of a four year $17 million commitment by Australia to work with Uganda and regional organisations to strengthen law and justice institutions, coincides with International Women’s Day on March 8, “this workshop will help build capacity of officers investigating crimes predominately committed against women” said Mr McMullan.  
While in Uganda, Mr McMullan will travel to Kitgum District to visit a number of Australian supported community projects.  One of these,  the Irene Gleeson Foundation, that was funded in 1988 and has, for the last 24 years, worked towards poverty reduction by rebuilding social services such as education, health and agriculture, that improve the socio-economic livelihood of the community and contribute to peace and the recovery development of the previously war affected region. Special Envoy McMullan said, “Irene Gleeson, is one of the many remarkable Australians who work throughout Africa to address the needs of the most disadvantaged”.  Ms Gleeson was recently awarded an Australian Order for her tireless efforts. “Through her work, Ms Gleeson has shown the powerful difference one person committed to making a change can make” commented Mr McMullan.

Special Envoy McMullan was accompanied during his trip by Australia’s High Commissioner to Uganda HE Geoff Tooth. 
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